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Intellectual history deals with the tools that men and women have used to understand themselves
and their world.  It asks how ideas emerge, how they change over time, and how they interact
with other sides of human life, both shaping how people live and responding to lived experience.
In this seminar, we'll apply these questions to modern Europe, from about 1700 to about 1970.
During the first century of this period, Europeans developed a set of ideas (commonly grouped
under the term "the Enlightenment") that celebrated reason, freedom, and progress; the first
weeks of the seminar will examine some of the most important Enlightenment writers and ideas.
Then we'll consider the fate of these ideas after 1800, as Europeans experienced a series of
traumatic disruptions:  revolutions, industrialization, imperialism, world wars, genocides.  The
seminar will ask how such experiences changed Europeans' faith in Enlightenment ideas, and it
will explore the ways the Enlightenment itself contributed to these events.  The seminar will
conclude by considering the relevance of Enlightenment ideas in our own world.

The seminar will require about 100 pages of reading each week, all of it drawn from works by
European intellectuals of the period.  Seminar meetings will be devoted mostly to discussing this
reading, and about 10 percent of students' grades will be based on their participation in
discussions; attendance will be taken at every seminar meeting, and grade penalties will be
assessed on those who miss more than one seminar meeting (documented emergencies excepted).
The remainder of the grade will be based on three short essay assignments, devoted to the
assigned reading.

A (hopefully unnecessary) note on the obvious:  academic dishonesty wastes everyone's time and
risks big penalties, at a minimum a failing grade on the work in question, ranging up to failure in
the course and/or expulsion from the university.  It's particularly important that you cite all
sources for the ideas and formulations that you present in your written work.  Websites (and in
particular Wikipedia) supply much valuable information, and you're encouraged to consult them
as an easy way to improve your understanding of the issues.  But if you use ideas from them,
provide references; in addition, because of concerns about plagiarism, you're asked to keep
outlines, notes, and all drafts of your written work until the end of the semester.

Topics and assignments

Introduction

August 29:  Questions, approaches, chronology

Part 1:  The Enlightenment tradition

September 5:  The politics of possessive individualism
Assigned:  John Locke, The Second Treatise of Government, 5-124

September 12:  The free individual and the rise of the west
Assigned:  Charles-Louis de Montesquieu, The Persian Letters, 39-180



September 19:  Morals, science, the senses

Assigned:  Montesquieu, The Persian Letters, pp. 180-280; Adam Smith, The Wealth 
of Nations, 104-126

September 26:  UB classes canceled

October 3:  A science of society
Assigned:, Smith, Wealth, 167-247, 371-381, 429-458

October 10:  Envisioning the future
Assigned: Smith, Wealth, 479-520; Auguste Comte, Introduction to positive 
philosophy, vii-x, 1-67
First essay due

Part 2:  Challenges and doubts

October 17:  The claims of emotion, the claims of community
Assigned:  Rousseau,  The Basic Political Writings, pp. xxi-xxii, 1-81, 141-173, 220-
227

October 24:  The challenge of revolution and the origins of conservatism
Assigned: Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France, 3-120

October 31:  Questioning progress, questioning reason
Assigned:  Friedrich Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morality, 1-118
Second essay due

Part 3:  The search for new foundations

November 7:  Marxism
Assigned: Karl Marx, Selected Writings, 98-186, 209-213, 220-252

November 14:  A social science of modern man
Assigned:  Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, 35-183

November 21:  Thanksgiving holiday

November 28:  A science of the self
Assigned:  Sigmund Freud, Civilization and Its Discontents, 10-112

Part 4:  Twentieth-century conditions

December 5:  Contesting the European tradition
Assigned: Michel Foucault, Madness and Civilization, ix-xii, 3-84, 241-289

December 12:  Third essay due


